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Adeline Cooke
The joy of Advent in Cornerstone –
the Church-backed Manchester-
based day centre providing services
to vulnerable and disadvantaged
adults – is felt through the busy
works in supporting our clients. As
the weeks leading to Christmas also
means cold weather, we opened our
emergency accommodation for
rough sleepers in November. 

While our day centre continues to
provide hot meals, drinks, shower
and support services for over 100
people every day, in the evening it
transformed into an education serv-
ice providing free English classes for
refugees and asylum seekers. 

At nights, we look after 24 people
in the Safe Haven pods and 15 men
in Morning Star Hostel. 

This year has been a year of many
blessings, yet we are not short of
challenges. Since Cornerstone took
over the management of Morning
Star Hostel in January, 16 vulnerable
men have been given a chance to re-
side here. Eleven months later, we
supported 14 men moving on to a
more stable accommodation.

Brendan, who first came to Cor-
nerstone in 2015, said that he was
homeless after being made redun-
dant. “I have made very bad finan-
cial decisions and lost everything.
When I heard of Cornerstone, I
wrote a letter and left it at the recep-
tion. To my amazement, I got a tele-
phone call the next morning. That
day, they sorted out a financial
package and a bed for the night. “I
moved into the pods and lived there
for five months. That was when I
started volunteering in the Day Cen-
tre, and that experience gave me ex-

tra confidence.” 
We also supported ‘two Rogers’ to

move into their own flats. They had
been living in Morning Star Hostel
since it was run by the Jericho
Brothers and we supported them in
applying for housing, applying for
grants, for bed and cooker, and
moving into their new flats. 

Our staff drove our van to their
flats, helped them painting their
walls, installing curtains, fixing
wardrobes and making their beds for
their first nights in their new flats. 

Temporary accommodation – and
the Big Sleep Out

We continue to offer temporary
accommodations for the destitute

and night shelters during winter
months for rough sleepers in our
Safe Haven pods. The pods have ca-
pacity for 24 beds per night. They
are now full, but we are gradually
moving some of our refugees from
the pods into permanent accommo-
dations soon. 

Fundraising for the Safe Haven
pods has been a big event in our cal-
endar as we host The Big Sleep Out
in spring every year. Thanks to Fr Si-
mon Firth, we have been sleeping
out in the grounds of St Christo-
pher’s Church in Ashton-under-Lyne
since 2015. 

We were blessed with a fine dry
night this year, and 160 people in-
cluding Bishop John Arnold took

part, all raising money and aware-
ness. Many participants agreed that
the experience of sleeping outdoor
with only sleeping bags was just a
little taster of what our homeless
friends endure every night. At least
we had the luxuries of toilets, hot
drinks, safe environment and a
home to return to in the morning. 

English classes
Our English classes are serving

around 200 refugees and asylum
seekers with three paid staff and 35
volunteers teachers and tutors. 

We provide free evening meals for
the students and bus passes for
some asylum seekers who have no
income to ensure they can get to

class, where there is always a warm
and friendly welcome.

Volunteers
Cornerstone could not have got to

where it is now without the ongoing
support of our volunteer, support-
ers, donors and friends. Over 150
volunteers help us run the day cen-
tre, the English classes and the
evening meal for pods residents and
students.

From looking after the telephone
room, serving hot drinks and food,
looking after our clothes shops to
teaching English free of charge, our
volunteers work alongside staff
everyday. 

Hence it is only right that twice a

A time for reflection: Cornerstone
looks back at a remarkable year

Operations manager
Angela helps Roger C
settle in to his new home

Volunteer Howard and
Roger, Cornerstone is
always on the look-out
for volunteers handy with
a paint brush !

The Cornerstone pods provide temporary
but secure homes for rough sleepers
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year we hold our Volunteers Mass –
one in June and one in November.
This winter we had over 100 volun-
teers attending. Celebrated by Fr
Tom Mulheran, we reflected on our
calling and services to those in need.
This year we are also celebrating Fr
Mulheran’s 80th birthday! 

A Merry Christmas from
Cornerstone Family

As the year coming to an end, we
decided to do a special Christmas
card for our supporters, donors and
volunteers. We believe that if Jesus
would come today, he would choose
the poorest of the poor as his host.
So, what better place to celebrate
the birth of Our Lord Jesus than our
own ‘stable’ and ‘manger’? 

One afternoon in November, our
staff got busy transforming the small
shelter outside into a stable and our
cast getting change. This is amid
their normal day to day duty. Julie,
who took the role of Mary, is our
Support Worker in the busy com-
puter room. Our production team
had to drag her out of her normal
duty supporting clients to apply for
jobs, housing, immigrations and
benefit. 

Even more difficult was the task of
finding Angela, our Operations
Manager, and preparing her to dress
as an angel. As some staff and vol-
unteer would joke on daily basis,
“Our favourite game of the day is the
‘where’s Angela’ game!”

The other angel in our 2018
Christmas card is also the one in
charge of costume and make up.
Our support worker Ann worked
hard in transforming the location,
preparing all costumes and chasing
all members of the cast. 

Posing as Joseph in the Christmas
card is our youngest staff member,
Bashir Ibrahim, the only bi-lingual
support worker whose day to day
job including interpreting English-
Arabic and vice versa besides help-
ing Julie – our Mary – in the com-
puter room.

The shepherds represent the di-
versity of our staff, volunteers and
clients – from Howard, our senior
support worker, our volunteer Wo-
jtek and Charlie, our regular visitor.

Our production team included An-
drew and Adeline who are an ex-
BBC cameraman and ex-journalist –
both gave their services for free.

Challenges in 2019
As we wave goodbye to the year

2018, we realise that the challenges
in running our centre are many. Be-
sides changes in corporate strategies,
it is unclear what other changes and
challenges we have to face, but at
Cornerstone, we stand together as
one family. 

Most of our staff have been hap-
pily giving up their free time to work
unpaid on many Christmas Days,
Saturdays for the Volunteers Mass
and fundraising events. Yet no mat-
ter what religion, believes or non-
belief, we all share the same aware-
ness that what is done here is higher
than ourselves. We are doing ‘God’s
work’ in reaching out to the many
vulnerable, needy, rejected and poor
people in our society. Like many
clients would agree, Cornerstone to
most staff and volunteers is a family. 

St Thomas the Apostle once said,
“Let us go up to Jerusalem and die
with him.” In his novel, The Comedi-
ans, Graham Greene wrote, “The
Church is in the world, it is part of
the suffering in the world, our hearts
go out in sympathy to all who are
moved by the suffering of others. Let
us go up to Jerusalem and die with
him!”

Merry Christmas from the Corner-
stone family. 

Our old van has been working
hard moving people into their
new accommodation in addition
to its daily job of collecting
donations and getting daily food
supplies. It was no surprise that
by November it broke down! 

Above, the Cornerstone team 
re-enact the Christmas scene for
our festive card. Computer room
worker Julie plays Mary, with
Bashir playing Joseph,
accompanied by other team
members.

Above right, the Volunteer Mass,
which is an occasion to thank the
150+ people who give so freely of
their time to help others. 

It was celebrated by Fr Mulheran
(pictured left)


